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This engaging and accessible book explains the scientific principles behind guns, both ancient

and modern. It connects their evolution to advances in science, as well as tracing the

developments of projectiles and propellants. It is not limited to small arms but also looks at the

science of enormous guns such the Paris Gun, for example, and reviews the efforts to build a

gun to launch projectiles into space. Extremely fast guns are also covered, such as two-stage

guns and rail guns. Further, the book provides insight into the science of terminal ballistics and

wound ballistics as well as the challenging subject of gun control. It is full of interesting facts for

all who are curious about the science and history of guns, as well as those for whom the gun is

an accessory of their profession.

From the Back CoverThis engaging and accessible book explains the scientific principles

behind guns, both ancient and modern. It connects their evolution to advances in science, as

well as tracing the developments of projectiles and propellants. It is not limited to small arms

but also looks at the science of enormous guns such the Paris Gun, for example, and reviews

the efforts to build a gun to launch projectiles into space. Extremely fast guns are also covered,

such as two-stage guns and rail guns. Further, the book provides insight into the science of

terminal ballistics and wound ballistics as well as the challenging subject of gun control. It is full

of interesting facts for all who are curious about the science and history of guns, as well as

those for whom the gun is an accessory of their profession.--This text refers to the paperback

edition.About the AuthorPaul J. Hazell is a Professor of Impact Dynamics at UNSW Canberra,

Australia. Paul is a mechanical engineer and studies collisions  � whether they are due to a

mobile phone falling to the ground, or a bullet striking an armour plate. He currently operates

the fastest gun in the Southern Hemisphere with a two-stage gun that can fire projectiles to 4.5

km/s.--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Quicksilver, The Venice Sketchbook: A Novel

RachelM, “Well written. Great book- fascinating stuff!”

Anon, “Fascinating overview of guns. This is a fascinating book. Unlike other books on guns it

covers a whole lot of technology including rail guns and huge gun inventions (e.g., the Paris

gun and Saddam Hussein's supergun). The final chapter on gun control is also balanced in its

approach, which I like. Well worth a read!”

The book by Paul J. Hazell has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 5 people have provided feedback.
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